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PREFACE. 


This Mahakavya is significantly titled 
lor the sixty four Lilas of Siva described in Halasya- 

^ ^ ^ 'v. ^ 

Mahatmya of the Skandapurana are elaborately dealt with 


in it. 

The author of this work is'the great poet 

Sri Nilakantha Dlkshita, grandson of reputed A ppayya 

Dikshita's brother. This poem surpasses by its richness of 
poetic merit his other works viz. lowr- 

and 

held in great estimation by scholars. 

The period of his life can be known to be 
about the first half of the 17th centuiy A. D. from the follow 
iug verse— 


in his 

This edition of the work is based on two 
palmleaf manuscripts, one {%) (about a century old) in the 
Palace Library and the other (^) kindly lent to me by Pandit 
Nilakantha Sastri of Erivaikunthara Tinnevelly District. 


T. Ganapati Sastri. 
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